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All AK47s are not created
equal and it could not be more
apparent than when you handle
your first rifle manufactured by
Arsenal, Inc. of Las Vegas,
Neveda.

Arsenal, Inc.

Thefirst thing you will notice about
the SA M7 isthat every lineisperfectly
straight and smooth. Every piecefitsper-
fect with othersaround it. The hammer,
trigger and disconnector arein absolute
sync and all have a perfect relationship
with their home in the receiver. If you
have any hands-on experience with or
have even owned an AK47 you must be
asking yourself how thiscan bepossible,
and | will tell you right now. Arsenal,
Inc manufacturestheir own partsand re-
celvers.

Thereisnot onesinglepartinan Ar-
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This is not your typical AK47

senal, Inc rifle that is used or surplus.
Every partisbrand new. The partsthey
manufacturein house are doneto exact-
ing tolerances. Their quality require-
ments are so stringent that the only way
toguaranteethemistoactually forgeand
CNC mill each receiver, hammer, trigger
and disconnector. Thebarrel iseven ham-
mer forged and chromelined. Thereis
animmediate and obvious benefit tothe
tight tolerances in the relationship be-
tween the hammer, trigger and
disconnector assoon asyoufireit.
Where several AK variants on the
market are built with surplus parts, their
looserelationship can disallow themto
work in harmony. One common telltale
symptom of apoor rel ationship between
these partsisthe painful forward trigger
slap caused by thehammer hittingthetrig-

ger whenthebolt carrier comesrearward.
Another may bean occasional doubletap
caused by the hammer following the car-
rier forward. Thisisparticularly danger-
ousasthereisachanceit will fire out of
battery causing damageto therifleor even
harm to the shooter.

When forging parts, as opposed to
casting, themetal ispoured fromasingle
stock and actually pressedto shape. Forg-
ing compresses the density of the mol-
eculesand actually forces out bubblesand
imperfections. Thisgreatly addsto the
strength of thefinished product.

Duetothefact that each partismanu-
factured to such exacting specifications,
the relationship between these partsis
also nothing short of exacting, guarantee-
ing themto functionin harmony and re-

SA M7 right sdeview.
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duce wear over time even further. The
riflesareassembled and quality assured
by factory trained master craftsmenwho
arepassionateabout theproduct they ship
out. Just likethestaff here atSmall Arms
Review, thecrew at Arsenal, Inc. aretrue
gun enthusiastsand collectors. A genu-
ineinterest in your line of work always
showsin thefinished product and isob-
viousinthiscaseaswell.

Beforetheseriflesleavethefactory
they are inspected, test fired and laser
sighted for adistance of 100 yards. If a
rifleissighted in the traditional way by
one person, the group may consistently
betwoincheshighandright for adiffer-
ent shooter, and two incheslow and | eft
for yet another. Laser sighting completely
eliminatesany human error that isevident
when sighting in with live ammo. The
processusestwo lasers. Onelaserisat-
tached to the sightsand the other inthe
bore. They arealigned with each other at
100 yards. Just as atestimonial to the
quality of theserifles, of thethousands
they have manufactured, none of Arse-
nal, Inc'sfirearms has ever failed to fire
or has been improperly head-spaced at
thisstage.

Aswith most other productsthequal-
ity of anitemusualy dictatesthe pricing.
Beforehandling one of theseriflespeople
often inquire about the price being ap-
proximately double that of many other
AK variants. Over and above all the
manufacturing details outlined above,
These methods take considerably more
timethan other methods. Just for an ex-
ample, once you are set up to build
stamped receiversitisnot unreasonable
to have the ability to manufacture hun-
dreds of unitsper day. Onthe opposite
end of thisspectrum it may take several
hours to CNC mill only one receiver.
Whatislostintimeiscertainly gainedin
quality.

Onequestion that immediately comes
tomind whenever dealing with any post-
ban “assault rifle” istheability tolegally
accept an imported pre-ban high capac-
ity magazine. Congresshasdictated that
aspecific number of partsinthesefire-
arms must bedomestically produced. In
some cases the magazine, or partsof it,
must be utilized in order to meet this
quota, actually making theinsertion of a
foreign made magazine illegal. In the
caseof the Arsenal, Incfirearmsthereare
so many domestically manufactured parts

-

<9%87 5.45x39mm cartridges
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In December of 2000, Arsenal, Inc. openedintheir present locationin Las
Vegas, Nevada but thisisfar from a new company. Many of their engineers
actually learnedin TULA and the company history actually goesback asfar as
1878. Below isabrief outline of the company.

Arsenal, Ltd’s history dates back to 1878 when a special factory was re-
quiredtofill the needsof thenewly created Bulgarianarmy. It wasnamed “Ar-
tillery Arsenal” of Rousse. Russian Officers originally managed the Artillery
Arsenal until 1884 when Professor General Simeon Nikolov Vankov was ap-
pointedthefirst Bulgarian director.

In 1891 thefactory wastransferred in Sofiaand was established the Sofia
Artillery Arsenal. In 1924 the factory was moved to Kazanlak under the name
“StateMilitary Factory”. Itsbasicfunctionwassimply “to produceand repair all
military equipment necessary for thearmy, the police, the border troopsand al
state security organsaswell asthetesting of new models’. At that timeseveral
itemsincludingrifles, pistols, ammo and even gas maskswere manufacturedin
Kazanlak.

After WWII, just likeour own factories, it wastimeto retool and start manu-
facturingamorediverseproduct base. At that timethey were producing plows,
harrows, batteries, diesel engines, electronic motorsand several other items. In
1948the State Military Factory passed from the Defense Ministry to the Ministry
of Industry & Craftsand wasdesignated “ Factory 10”.

Between 1956 and 1958 Factory 10 started producing arecoilless cannon
(B-10) aswell astheKa ashnikov AK-47 under Russianlicense. Thefirst AK47
came off the assembly line in 1958 and they would go on to produce their
1,000,000th unit in 1982.

In 1964 the plant was again renamed, this time United Industrial Plant
“Friederich Engels’. Productionfacilitiesbuilt at thisplant included afactory to
build springs, aworkshop for CNC machines, acomputing center and afacility
to produce powders, primersand pyrotechnic products.

From 1977 to 1989 the Bulgarian factory “F. Engels’ added the licensed
production of thefollowing products:

A Rich History

*1971-72 9x18mm pistal cartridge

1971-73 7.62mm Kaashnikov machine gun PK

1972-74 9mm Makarov pistol

*1976-78 7.62mm Kaashnikov tank machine gun PKT
1983 23mm anti-aircraft system Zu-23-2

+1984-86 5.45mm Kalashnikov assault rifle AK-74, AKS-74

#1986-87 122mm howitzer

/

The muzzle brakeisunique and effective.
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included inthisriflethat the magazineis
not at issue. Any pre-ban high capacity
magazine may be legally used with this
firearm.

Our rangetimewith the SA M-7 was
well spent. Therifleiswell balanced and
very comfortableto shoot. Thetriggeris
smoother than any Kalashnikov trigger |
haveever felt. Recoil wasvery light and
much of that can be contributed to the
unique muzzle brake. The magazines
lockedin easily and very positivewith no
forceful motion necessary. Thestock set
isacomposite material that isboth com-
fortable and durable.

The SA M-7is, without adoubt, the
nicest AK stylefirearm | have ever seen.
Theworkmanshipissecondtonone. The
detail that hasgoneinto every aspect of
manufacturingthisrifle, fromforgingthe
partstofinal inspection and assembly is
obvious over every inch of this rifle.
Thereis no doubt in my mind that any
AK enthusiast could benolessthanim-
pressed by the SA M-7.

Arsenal, Inc manufacturesfour AK
variant firearms. The SA M-7, the SA
M-7Swhich employsthefeatures of the
M-7 as well as being equipped with a
scoperail mount, and the SA M-7 Clas-
sicwhichis 100% identical to the origi-
nal Kalashnikov asit wasintroducedin
1955. Just like the original, the classic
hasthe sling swivel onthereceiver and
hasalittle heavier barrel. It also hasno
compensator but abarrel nut. Lessthan
250 of the Classic were manufactured and
therearestill afew available. Suggested
retail onthe Classicis$875.00. Arsenal,
Inc also manufacturers the SA RPK-7
which hasalonger barrel and the latest
variation of the bipod which hastheclean-
ingkitintheleg.

Arsenal, Inciscurrently theonly new
manufacturer of the Kalashnikov family
of firearms outside of the group of na-
tionsunder theformer Warsaw Pact.

Thesuggested retail pricefor the SA
M-7 is $700.00.

Thecontact informationis:
ARSENAL INC.
5015 W. Sahara Ave. #125
Las Vegas, NV 89146
TEL: 888-539-2220
FAX: 702-643-2088
Web: www.arsenalinc.com
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Above: Themilled receiver on top and theforged receiver before milling on
bottom.

Above: Theforged partsto theleft of the parts after they have been milled. A:
Trigger. B: Disconnector. C: Hammer.

SA M7 Specifications

Caliber 7.62x39
Total Length 900 mm
Barrel Length 415 mm
Twist Rate 1/240 mm
Weight without Magazine 3835 Kg
MuzzleV elocity 715 m/s
Rate of Fire 40rds/min
EffectiveRange 400 m
Maximum Range 2000 m

SA M-7isagasoperated, magazinefed, air-cooled and semi-automatic
shoulder fired sporting rifle. It operatesviathelong stroke gas system de-
signed by Mikhail Kalashnikov.
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